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the vote was defeated by the enormous majority of 232,409 votes,
only 75,880 having been recorded in its favour.

The Socialists meanwhile had been preparing a second demand,
on the subject of gratuitous medical attendance.

A law was under discussion in the Federal Assembly on the
subject of the insurance of workmen in case of sickness or acci-
dent. The Socialists were not satisfied with this law, because
both workmen and employers were to co-operate in the adminis-
tration of the insurance funds. They wished to exclude the
employer from all participation in the administration. To effect
this they proposed that the insurance funds should only be used
in case of loss of work, and should be supported and managed
by workmen only. The Confederation should provide gratui-
tous medical attendance for all, and the masters should support
and maintain an insurance against accidents. This project did
not succeed in getting more than 40,000 signatures, and there-
fore had to be dropped. The Grutliverein was responsible for
this attempt.

The third voting, which took place in 1894, created an enor-
mous amount of excitement in Switzerland, and was known as
"the Spoil's Campaign." In 1850 the custom duties yielded
between four and five million francs. In 1894 they had in-
creased to thirty-five millions. As a result there was a consider-
able surplus, which has been employed in subsidising railways,
in vast works of fortification, in grants to native manufactures,
and in erecting public buildings. Some cantons were thus subsi-
dised at the rate of i franc 33 cents, per head of the population,
while others obtained 154 francs. The mutual jealousy of the
cantons was aroused, and an initiative amendment was set on foot
signed by 67,828 citizens, by which the surplus was to be distri-
buted among the cantons at the rate of 2 francs per head. The
Swiss are always very chary of expenditure. Thus the amend-
ment was specially calculated to appeal to them. Pamphlets were
circulated giving an account of the salaries of the public officials,
and brilliant schemes were propounded as to what the cantons
could do with the money. The opposition were quite as active, for
Sie initiative was an attack on the whole system of federal finance
and administration. If an amendment could be thus incor-
porated into the constitution by which the people should be paid
2 francs a head, the cantons to spend the money as they liked,
with no supervision from' the central government, it was prac-